SAL 


* 


y 2 
* 
. 


UNIVER 


— 


% 


— 


FINAL AND 


1 


Hg” 


1 


% 


OF 


t 


* 
. 


* 


ET PORT 1 8 


PR 


0 s 


, 


* 


A THANKSGIVING SERMON, 


f 


* 


A 


/ 
* 


- 


evon, 


D 


* 


y 0 


t 


* 


* 


* 
* 
- 


Coun 


, in the 


» 
* 
* 

ry 
* 


r 


PREACHED 


* 


— 


>OLYTO 


* 
* 


July 29th, 1784, 


oy 
* 


H 


F 


By JOSEPH CORNIS 


- 


weſt. 


© 


<S 


Reg 


* 


ſhed by 


* 


Publ, 


* 


De. 


* 


TAUNTON 


Printed by T. Noa RTS 


o 


and Sold by 


OBI1NSON, Pater-Noſter Row, 


8. WooLuER, Exeter, 


* 
7 


* 
" 


o 

4 
j 
— 
1 


* 
2 


3 and 


* 


ToOULMIN 


N 
s 

© 
- 

* 


6 


I. 
London 


% 


* 
* 


PENCE. ] 


ce SIX 


1 


7 
[Pr 
1 

bY 


— 
- 
o 


G.R 


* 
* - 
* 


r YT OS. 


x 


— 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


The Earl of SHELBURNE. 


MV LORD, 
1 Is you, as the happy means, 

under the Divine Provi- 
dence, of putting an end to the 
late deſtructive war, are due the 
thanks of all true patriots and 
lovers of mankind. Let ſuch pray, 
that the beſt bleſſings of heaven 
may deſcend on your head ; and 
that everlaſting peace in another 


world may be your recompence 


for 


EFT 
for having reſtored temporal 
peace to a very large part of this. 


In theſe How moſt heartily 
Joins, 


Your Lordſhip's 


Unknown, but (as an Engliſhman 
and a Member of Society) 


- 
Greatly obliged humble Servant, 


Coen, | - 
Aug. 14th, 1784. 47g 
JS. CORNISH. 
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- iid be ſhall judge among. the 1 ani IM 
no Hh rebuke many people: and they ſhall 
beat \their ſwords into plow: ſhares, and 


rhein ſpears into pruning hooks : nation 


e not lift up ſword. againſt nation, 


e Ha l lern war "Wy more. 


calculated to afford pleaſure to a 


Ibenevolent mind, to a mind which the 
goſpel has transformed into the image 
of its divine author, than that which I 


bave now read to you. When we con- 


ſider the great God as the FATHER of 
all men; when we conſider the bleſſed 


Fieſus as the ſaviour of all men, we 
muſt, if we be indeed the children of 
the one and the diſciples, of the other, 
tee] ourſelves heartily inclined to love 
N :all men, 
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Peace on earth was proclaimed by 


angels, when the Son of God came to 


dwell with it's inhabitants; and. peace 
will reign throughout the earth, when 
he, which he moſt Certainly will do, 
ſhall have put all enemies under his 
Jeet. The benign principles of his re- 
ligion, the engaging mildneſs of his 
example, that ſpirit of love which he 
diſplayed through the whole of his con- 

duct, living and dying, have ſoftened and 
ſubdved the minds of many, and taught 
thoſe, who had the fury lions, to put 
on the meekneſs of lambs. Revelation 
alſo aſſures us, that there is a time ap- 
Proaching, when the precepts of the 
Zoſpel ſhall have a more general in- 
"fluence; when, to adopt the expreſſive 
language of the Plalmiſt; mercy and truth 
| al, ml together, righteouſneſs and peace 
: Hull 470. an other. Palm 10. 


Words very ſimilar to thoſe in our 
text, occur in the fourth chapter of the 
prophecy of Micah, at the third verſe. 
And be ſhall judge among many people, 
and rebuke firong nations afar ; and 


they * beat their "Res into fplow- 
ſhares, 


x61 


ſhares, and their  ſhears,info pruning. * 
nation ſhall not lift up a 1 againſt na- 
tion, neither ſball they learn war. any 
more. It is added, * 5, Brit they 
ſhall fit every man under his. ving and 
under his fig-tree, and none ſhall make 
them afraid, for the mouth. of the Lord 
hath ſpoken it. The prophet Ifaiah 
peaks in other places of thoſe peaccable 
times, with which the world. ſhould be 
bleſſed under the government of the 
Meſliah. Chap. xi. 6 and following 
' verſes, he thus prior himſelf. Th 
wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the lamb, and 
the leopard fhall lie down with. the. tad, 
and the calf and the young lion and the 
Fathng together, and @ little child ſhall 
lead them. And the cow and the bear 
ſhall feed: tbeir yaung. ones ſhall lie dun 
together - aud the lion ſhall eat fraw like 
the ox.” And the fucking child ſball play OY 
on the bole of the aſp, and the weaned 5 
child ſhall put his hand an the cockgtrice 
den. The moft ſavage and brutal na- 
tures ſhall be ſubdued. They. ſbqll nat 


n Hurt Or - deſtroy gin all my holy mountain; » 
1 for the earth ſhall be full of the Kaen 
of the Lond, as the waters cover the, . 
"tt | B 2 2 1 When 


Tt 414 
When Chrift ſhall take to himſelf his 
great power and rule and reign, every 
thought ſhall be brought in ſubjection 
unto him: and when all anger, and 
malice, and revenge; when all pride, 
covetuouſneſs, and ambition are baniſhed 
from the heart, then wars muſt ceaſe. 
From whence come wars and fightings 
among you ? Come they not hence, even 
of your lufts that war in your members? 
James iv, 1. Wars are always occafioned 
by ſome evil and wicked paſſions, which 
transform men into brutes, and drive 
them on to deſtroy and to devour one 
another. | N 


That God, at is the ade of p peace 
and the lover of concord, hath put it 
into the hearts of thoſe nations, who 
were lately at war, to be again reconciled 
to each other. This is the bleſſing for 
which we are now called upon to give 
thanks, and I hope and truſt we are diſ- 
poſed to do it with the fincereſt joy. 
On this occaſion, ſo truly pleaſing to 

the benevolent and humane, it ſhall be 
my endeavour, in the firſt place, to prove 
That | peace is a geen bleſſing, and, 
econdly, 
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never more. be diſturbed by war, Ty 4 
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411 is too well known chat many y hardly 
think this a blefling: - Many are ſo 
elated with what they call a victory, that 
they forget all the diſtreſs and miſery it 
occaſions ; and are full of trium ph, be- 
cauſe death hath made greater havock 
amongſt the people of another nation 
than their own : for what is a. victory, 
but when ten thouſand of the creatures 
of God meet and cut each others throats; 
and only a thouſand of one country are 
murdered, and two or three ira of 
another country fall a facrifice * 1445 


* 


When the juſt and il Highs! of | 
men are invaded or ſtruck at by the ty- 
rannical rulers of another kingdom, and 
the people are weak or wicked enough 
to concur with, and to promote the 

| vile 


1 
vile intentions of their rulers, every 
lover of mankind muſt rejoice, if thoſe 
whom tyrants endeavoured to oppreſs 
become victorious in the conteſt. But 
when nations are drawn in unwillingly, 
through the pride and ambition of their 
reſpective governors, to make war upon 
each other without a juſt cauſe on either 
fide, deteſted be the name of victory. 
It is a word of a fine ſound i in the ears 
of many, bot: [* 


To me it talks of ravag'd plains, 
And burning towns, and ruin'd ſwains, 

And mangled limbs, and dying groans, 

«« And widows? tears, and orphans* moans; 

«« And all that miſery's hand beſtows, 

«© To fill the catalogue of human woes*.”” 


| Sore live by the diſtreſſes which war 
occaſions ; As thoſe who can wiſh for 
its continuance that they may have an 
opportunity of ſelling the inſtruments 
of deſtruction; thoſe who without any 
reluctance can receive that pay which is 
the price of blood, are perſons of whom 
the ſons of humanity do not love to 


* See the whole of this incomparable little ode at | 


the end. 


ſpeak 
we 
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-ſpeak or (think. Would it not be in 
voain to call on them to praiſe. the Lord 


for his ii in making wars to 
ceaſe? .-' | 


Were the aac too fanall to contain 
it's inhabitants, did not the earth pro- 
duce enough for the ſupport of thoſe 
who dwell on the face of it, there would 
be. ſome; plauſible reaſon to be alledged 
in defence of wars, which make ſuch 
havock and deſtruction amongſt the 
human race. But ſince the earth, if 
properly cultivated, and the more man- 
kind encreaſes the better it will be cul- 
tivated, could ſupport ten times and 
twice ten times the number of rational 
Creatures it now does, is it not a ſhock- 
ing thought that men ſhould ever be 
prevailed upon, by their wicked F 
to deſtroy one another? 


There is nothing however S bad 
which ſome-or other will not juſtify. 
In defence of war it hath been alledged, 
that it is one mean of removing num- 
berleſs idle and profligate perſc ns. who 
are in injurious to the community. * 
| et 
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RET 
let it be remembered, that all are not 
killed who go into the army; and 
Hardly any one will affirm that the army 


is a place, where men are known to 
grow more ſober and virtuous by living 


im it. If only the peſts of ſociety fell in 


battle, thoſe of whoſe reformation hardly 
A hope remained, their fate would not 
call for much regret. But alas! thoſe 

' whoſe lives are moſt defitable are as 
much expoſed to be cut off by the ſword 
as the moſt worthleſs. - It is alſo a mat- 
ter greatly to be lamented, that ſo many 
"vile wretches enter into our fleets and 
"armies, becauſe 2 ſpread corruption 
through the whole. Vet if war ſhould 
be the means of deſtroying ſome bad 
men, to defend it, on that ground, as 

being uſeful and neceſſary, muſt ariſe 
from a great degree of inattention to 
the innumerable calamities with which 
it Is accompanied. 

To read the accounts of countries in- 
väteg of villages burnt, of cities plun- 
dered; of thoſe who are worn out with 
age or ſickneſs, or of innocent babes 


unable to help themſelves, turned out 
* of 


bl 


— 
3 
ot 


[8-1] 


of their habitations, expoſed to an in- 
clement ſky and all the miſeries of cold 
and famine: to read of thouſands cut 
off in an hour, in the ſtrength and vigour 
of life, cut off from every pleaſing and 
agreeable proſpect, when they might 
have been the inſtruments, had they 
lived, of bringing into exiſtence, none 
Can ſay how many reaſonable and im- 
mortal creatures, made after the i image 


of God; cut off with the guilt of all 


their Gs upon their heads, from every 
opportunity of amendment; and from 
all poſſibility of reformation : to read 
| and think of theſe things is ſhocking : 
humanity ſhudders at the relation, and 
muſt deteſt the very name of war. And 
if only to read and think of them be' 
ſhocking, what. muſt thoſe feel who 
are ſpeRators of ſuch ſcenes of woe; 
who are themſelves the unhappy victims 
of cruel, bloody ambition ? What an 
alarm does the cry of fire ſpread, how 
much are thoſe pitied who ſuffer by it, 
even if it be but one family only, by 
whom many friendly doors are open ? 
W hat then matt be their diſtreſſes who 
ſee, not their own habitation only, who 
OT TS. ſee 


%% ] 
ſee every neighbouring houſe in flames; 
not one left to which they may fly for 
refuge, and who, if they eſcape from the 
city, are devoured by the ſword or by 
famine. e 


How many. dutiful and affectionate 
ſons, kind and indulgent fathers, ten- 
der and fond huſbands did the laſt (it 
ſounds harſh to ſay accurſed) did the 
laſt ever-to-be-lamented, war tear from 
the boſoms of all thoſe to whom they 
were lovely and whom they loved, and 
ſend them by violence to their long 
home. One fatal day of battle will 
make ſad deſtruction amongſt the men, 
vho, in the courſe of nature, might have 
proved bleſſings to their relatives, and 
rejoiced the hearts of their connections 
for years to come. And much cauſe is 
there to weep over numbers whom death 
hath ſpared, to drag out a miſerable 
. exiſtence, with mangled limbs, in- 
curable diſorders, and ruined fortunes. 


Thoſe alſo, who remain quiet in their 
habitations and ardently with for peace, 
mult frequently truſt their property to 
: ET fates the 


„„ 
the ocean, where the fruits of years of 
care and induſtry often become, in an 
inſtant, the prey of barbirous ruffians ; 
who have never had a thought or a de- 
ſire of avenging their country's wrongs, 
but go out armed with the weapons of 
deſtruction to plunder whatever may 
come in their way. Whilſt the news 
of a victory gladdens many hearts, the 
brave ſoldiers and ſeamen, who were 
perhaps the moſt inſtrumental in obtain- 
ing it, lie bleeding, groaning, and lan- 
guiſhing in ſickly hotpitals, rotting on a 
foreign ſhore, or a prey to the monſters 
of the briny deep; the deareſt objects 
of their affections weeping and lament- 
ing in vain for brothers, for ſons, for 


fathers, and for huſbands loſt; 
Blefcd, bleſſed be Gad, that though 


for our crimes we deſerved it, . yet the 
ſound of the trumpet and the alarm of 
war was not heard within our own bor- 
ders. The frantic ſons of violence did, 
indeed, for a few days, ſpread terrce and 
diſmay, through our metropolis, where 
their fury was ſoon ſuppreſſed. Moſt 
e is it to be wiſhed, that the ſpirit. 
2 2 "RE. 
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of unchriſtian-zeal,' which firſt excited 


it, were effectually ſuppreſſed alſo in the 


breaſt of every individual; and that how- 


ever proteſtants may deteſt popery, (that 


deteſtable ſyſtem,) they would conſider 


; papiſts as their fellow creatures. Our 


foreign enemies, though they appeared 


very near our coaſts, did not attack us 


on ſhore; and the calamities, we have 
been deſcribing, raged at a diſtance 
from our native land. Are no evils, 
however, to be deplored, but thoſe in 
which we bear an immediate part? No 
bleſſings to be acknowledged, unleſs it 


be thoſe which immediately affect our- 


ſelves? We have, I truſt, more hu- 
manity, more benevolence ; and ſhall 


all be ready thankfully to adore the 


God of peace, who hath reconciled the 


nn nations. 


The war was firſt commenced againſt 
thoſe whom we uſed to regard, and 
who, with as much affection as can ſub- 
fiſt between the members of countries 
ſo diſtant, regarded us as brethren. Two 


powerful nations joined them in the 


conteſt, and at laſt another people, with 
whom 


155 1 


he we had been often allied, to our 
mutual advantages, leagued with our 
enemies, and fought againſt us. That 
we were ſo well ſupported under, and 


carried through, ſuch a conteſt is 


amazing. That we could much longer 
have ſupported it, raſhneſs only will 
affirm. The events of war are very un- 
certain. One day brings the news of 
a victory; the next of a defeat. Now 
the- devouring ſword is ſheathed ; and 
the men that love their fellow creatures 
will ſurely be ready to praiſe the Lord 
for his goodneſs in putting a ſtop to evils 
ſo dreadful. ; 


The more effectually to relieve our 
minds from the gloom, in which the 
foregoing conſiderations are calculated 
to involve them, Let us proceed, 


Secondly, To confider what cauſes we 
have to hope, that a time is to come, 
when the peace of mankind ſhall 
never more be diſturbed by w war. 


It is ſufficient for chriſtians to be FP | 
that God has declared it. Thus 25 
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the Lord, is enough to ſatisfy the true 
believer. Divines may diſpute, and 
philoſophers may argue, but the argu- 
ments of all the divines and philoſophers 


in the world will have no weight with 


him, if they appear on a ſerious exami- 


nation to be contrary to the plain and 
clear meaning of the written word. 
Now it is declared in the ſcriptures of 


truth, The earth ſball be full of the 


cover the ſea. Iſaiah xi, 9. Hab. vii, 14. 


From the rifing of the ſun even unto the 


going down of the ſame, my name ſhall be 


great among the gentiles; and in every 


place incenſe ſhall be offered unto my name, 


and a pure offering : for my name ſball be 


great among the . faith the Lord 


of hoſts. Mal. ii, 11. The Almighty 
promiſed to Abraham. In thy ſeed hall 
all the nations of the earth be bleſſed. 


Gen. xxii, 18. New to Abraham and 


his ſeed were the promiſes made, he ſaith 


not, and to. ſeeds as of many ; but as of 


one, and to thy feed which is Chriſt. 
Gal. iii, 16. The ſeventy- ſecond pſalm 


has always been interpreted as having a 
reference to the Meſſiah's s kingdom, and 


18 
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knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 


+ 35] 

1s quite agreeable to the deſcriptions 
given of it in various parts of the pro- 
phetic writings. The angels proclaimed 
on earth peace, good will toward men, at 
our Saviour's birth; and he himſelf de- 
clared, And 1, if The hi ted up from the 


earth, Will draw. all men unto me. 
John xii, 31. 


From theſe 1 it is dar that 
the principles and doctrines of chriſti- 
anity ſhall univerſally prevail. When 
this is the caſe, wars muſt ceaſe ; for they 
can never ariſe, unleſs from the aſcen- 
dency of ſuch pafſions, either in one 
party or the other, or both, as are quite 
inconſiſtent with the chriſtian character. 


That every individual will be in- 
fluenced by goſpel motives, is perhaps 
more than theſe texts affirm. That the 
_ generality will, they plainly intimate; 
and when a conſiderable majority is en- 
gaged on the fide of goodneſs, its ad- 
verſaries will be ſoon abaſhed, and ren- 


dered incapable of exciting any very _ 


alarming diſturbances. 


Our 


Ih 11 
1:4 Our bleſſed Saviour, indeed, fays, 
5 Thank not that I am come to ſend peace on 
the earth; I came not to ſend peace but a. 
ſword. Mat. x, 34. The earth, how- 
ever, in this text, according to the 
Bir; ppinion of the beſt commentators*, does 
not mean the world in general, but ra- 
| ther the land of Judea, as it does in 
a ſome other placesF. The bitter en- 
mity of the jews, againſt all who re- 
ceived the goſpel, occaſioned much 
cruelty and bloodſhed. Their public 
rejection of the Meſſiah, the hope of 
Iſrael, and their barbarous treatment of 
him, to whom Moſes and all the pro- 
phets bore witneſs, expoſed them to the 
fierce anger of Jehovah, who ſent the 
Roman ſword into their land, and made 
| all their country a deſolation. Religious 
2 diſputes have alſo in other parts of the 
I world cauſed the ſword to be drawn, 
but this was far from being the deſign, 
though it was in ſome inſtances the 
conſequence of Chriſt's coming. God 
gives us corn and wine for the ſupport 
and comfort of life, but if any abuſe 
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* See Whitby and Doddridge in loc. 
+ Mat. xxiii, 35. Luke iv, 25. 
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La 


his bleſſings to exceſs, ſhall we be {6 
daringly impious as to reflect on him as 
the cauſe? The doctrines of Jeſus are 
calculated to promote the 'happineſs of 
every individual amongſt the human 
race. If their ' purity and excellence 
have prejudiced the wicked againſt them, 
and excited their worſt paſſions, ſhall 
we charge theſe abuſes on its divine 
author? . 


e have ariſen, much blood 
hath been ſpilt, and whole nations 
ſtirred up one againſt another; but 

Jeſus is not the leſs amiable; nor his 
religion the leſs worthy of all accepta- 
tion, on account of the wickedneſs of 
thoſe who have oppoſed it, or who call 
him their lord and maſter, yet never 
acquaint themſelves with, or endeavoth 
to conform, to his inſtructions. The 
outward profeſſions of all ſuch the goſ- 
pel diſcountenances and abhors; and 
when Chriſt ſhall appear to judge the 
world in righteouſneſs, he will declare 
unto them, I never knew. you-; depart 
Jrom me, ye that work in r. Mat. 
i, 23. 
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No! whatever may in ſome caſes 
have been the conſequence, the deſign 
of our Lord's coming was of the moſt 
benevolent nature. We are aſſured 


alſo that, in his days, when he ſhall 


have eſtabliſned that kingdom, which 

he hath ſet up, the righteous ſhall flouriſh, 
and abundance of peace fo long as the moon 
endureth; (Pſalm Ixxii, 7.) and, in the 


words of our text, nation 12 not lift up 


ſword againſt nation, moans "Jo IP 


__ war any more. 


But idee full and compleat the 
fatiefaQtion: may be, which the word of 
God affords us on this head, there can 
be no impropriety in advancing ſuch 
reaſons as might even independently of 


that lead us to hope; that the nations 


of the earth will in time grow wiſer 
than to bite and devour one another: 
the certain conſequences of which is to 
be conſumed one of another. ; 


Firſt, nations find by experience chat 
much is to be loſt, and little to. be 
gotten, by war. i N 


* 


814 


Ambitious 


E * 

Ambitious princes have often ſpread 
deſolation through the globe, for the 
ſake of adding to territories too exten- 


ſive of themſelves to be well governed. 
The people, under a mad deſire of ad- 


vancing the honour (as it is termed) of 


their princes, have aſſiſted their deſigns, 


and with all the rage. of furies fallen 


upon their quiet and innocent neigh- 
bours. | 


But it has often happened, that thoſe - 
who have endeavoured to enlarge their 
dominions, have loſt much, and ſome- 
times all of what they before poſſeſſed; 
or when they have gained their point, 
gained it with an immenſe Joſs of blood 
and treaſure, accompanied with re- 
peated diſappointments and vexations; 
or almoſt as ſoon as they have reached 
the ſummit of glory, have fallen them- 


ſelves a ſacrifice to death, which in an 
inſtant puts a ſtop to all the gloomy 
triumph of the ſavage conqueror. From 


theſe conſiderations, even the proud and 
ambitious, who are a little converſant 


with hiſtory, muſt feel ſome check. 


Motives of policy may induce them to 
D 2 decline 


r 
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kings to become monarchs of. F rance, 
and much of what has been falſely Riled 


taken away, the nation was greatly im- 
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decline attempting what the love of 
ann might ſuggeſt, when motives of \ 

umanity would have no weight. Not 
to go abroad, our own hiſtory furniſhes 
us with ſufficient proofs of the folly of 
going to war, for the ſake of adding to 
our dominions. 


For more than five handed years, 
our anceſtors were almoſt perpetually at 
variance with Scotland, and millions of 
lives from firſt to laſt were loſt in re- 
peated battles, and in conſequence of the 
deſolate ſtate in which a conſiderable 
part of both the kingdoms conſtantly 


| lay. To ſubdue that country proved a 


vain attempt, though it was never quite 
given up, till their king, James I. ſuc- 
ceeded to the throne of England, and 
thus a union was accompliſhed, much 
for the happineſs of both. Repeated 
alſo were the attempts of our former 


glory ſome of them acquired, Henry V. 
ſucceeded ſo far as to be crowned at 
Paris; but all that he gained was ſoon 


\ poverithed, 


J 


1 


poveriſhed, and at length our kings loſt all 
which they poſſeſſed in France, as their 
natural right, by endeavouring to con- 
quer the whole. To think of the laſt 
war is ſo apt to produce anger and in- 
dignation, that it is better not to dwell 

on it. What our then miniſters pro- 
feſſed to aim at getting, was a trifle, or 
nothing: what we have loſt, we know, 

and long, long poſterity muſt feel. 


Indeed ſo few, ſo very few are the 
inſtances, in which any nations have 
been benefited by war, even for a ſhort 


period, excepting thoſe which have been 


forced to ſtand up in defence of their 
natural rights, that there is ſome reaſon 
to hope and to believe, that the ſword 

will not be ſo frequently drawn'as here- 
tofore, The little that is to be gotten, 
even by a ſucceſsful war, will render 
men leſs eager to enter upon it, ſince 
ſucceſs muſt in the outſet be doubtful. 


Secondly, Religion uſed to be made a 
pretence for ſtirring up men to cut one 
another's throats ; but this mad frenzy 

has loſt much of its power, WEL 
| This 


1 


This is an age of luxury ard diſſi- 
pation; ſo few think about religion at 
all, that ſome good men have feared, 
leſt the ignorance about it, which is ſo 
very prevalent, ſhould end in groſs ſu- 
perſtition: and the ſuperſtitious are 
prone to contend, in a bloody manner, 
for their fooliſh notions. It is, how- 
ever, certain, that the moſt enlightened 
minds, in this and moſt other countries 
of Europe, are convinced of the reaſon- 
ableneſs and utility of an extenſive 
toleration. It is an opinion, widely 


diffuſed amongſt all ranks and orders, 


that every man ſhould chuſe and follow 
his own mode of worſhip, and that it is 
unjuſt and cruel to moleſt any one on 
this account. Differences in religion 


were formerly the cauſe of mutual hatred. 


between nation and nation. Men were 
made to believe they did God ſervice, 
by deſtroying all thoſe who ſerved him 


in a different manner from that to which 


they had been accuſtomed. Sentiments 
ſo contrary to reaſon, ſo oppoſite to the 
ſpirit of the meek and compaſſionate 


| Jeſus, ſeem to be daily loſing their in- 


fluence. Were there not ſome ground 
to 
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to believe;-that God will always reſerve 
unto . himſelf a peculiar people, ſancti- 
fied by the working of the bleſſed ſpirit 
on their hearts, there would be more 
cauſe to apprehend, that in alittle while 
religion would be quite loſt, than that 
men would go to war about it. The 
inflammatory diſcourſes - of enraged 
bigots may as yet excite a temporary 
ſpirit of perſecution in a mob; but it 
may be hoped, never more in nations as 
a collective body. 

Thirdly, The n of trade 
and — is leſs likely than for- 
merly to be the occaſion of war. 


The body politic is now become ſo 
enlightened as to begin to ſee, that the 
leſs trade is reſtrained, the more it is 
likely to flouriſh. If the people of any 
nation be ſober and induſtrious, ſhould 
they. be cut out of any. branch of trade 
by the ingenuity of their neighbours, 
they can apply their ſkill to other ob- 
jets, and make amends for the loſs. 
Lands every. where begin to be better 
cultivated; and lince Spain, and France, 
ä and 
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and Great-Britain, and almoſt every 


pences of war are found by experience 


it's deſtroston. 


three have been the grand cauſes of 
ſtrife amongſt nations: if things be ſo, 


prevalence of humane ſentiments, ſo 


44] 


country throughout the globe could 
ſupport ſome twice, and ſome ten times 
the number of the preſent inhabitants, 
nations will be leſs diſpoſed to quarre} 
about a few articles of trade. The ex- 


to be ſo great, as inſtead of promoting 
it's increaſe, in many inſtances to prove 


"Au if more may be loſt by: war than 
is to be gained by trade; if princes in- 
ſtead of adding to their dominions are 
as likely to loſe what they had before ; 
if men are leſs and leſs diſpoſed to draw 
their ſwords in religious quarrels; which 


there is room to hope, that as wars have 
in general of late been carried on with 
leſs cruelty than formerly, owing to the 


they will be leſs frequent; and that the 
time is approaching, when the ſound'of 
the trumpet, and the alarm of war, will 
be heard no more th roughout te 
earth. 

If 


| : 
(2s 1 
If any foreign nation ſhould attempt 
to deprive us of our juſt rights, we 
ought with ſpirit to defend them ; and, 
if forced to draw the ſword, may, with 
devout humility, beſeech God to favour 
our righteous cauſe. However it 1s at 
all times the duty of every individual, 
to promote, as far as his influence will 
extend, thoſe principles of mildneſs, 
forbearance, and univerſal good will, | 
which the bleſſed Jeſus hath ſet before 
us in his goſpel. The more a meek and 
quiet ſpirit, that ornament which is in the 
fight of God of. great price, (1 Pet. iti, 4.) 
is cultivated in private, the more uni- 
formly will the peace and happineſs of 
the world be maintained. God hath 
made of one blood all nations of men for ta 
dwell on the face of the earth, Acts 
Xvi, 26. They ſhould not, therefore, 
endeavour to exterminate one another; 
but, being the children of one father, 
ſhould all love as brethren. 


— —— 
— — — — — — — 


[t has been common to ſtile the 
French our natural enemies. They may 
ſtile us Heins, with juſt as much reaſon; 
and whilit ſuch language is made ule of, 
= enmity 
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enmity and rancour will be kept up. 
But why ſhould two kingdoms be at 
perpetual war, merely becauſe they lie 


near each other? For the ſame reaſon, 


neighbouring counties, towns, and fa- 
milies, ſhould. be in a conſtant ſtate of 
hoſtility. Reaſon points out a different 
conduct. The neareſt neighbours ought 
to be the beſt friends. The world is 
large enough both for us and for them, 
and they are the creatures of God equally 
with ourſelves. Twice in the ſpace of 
ſeventy years this nation has been allied 


with France, to check the ambition of 


ſome other powers*. If we make no 
more alliances, God forbid that we 
ſhould have any more bloody con- 
teſts. 


Happy will it be: for both nations, 
and for all nations, if this day of thank(- 


—— — 


giving ſhould be employed in pro- 


moting a deſire of being at peace with 


all the world. The archbiſhop of Paris 


has in his form of thankſgiving afforded 


us an excellent model. It breathes a 


* In the years 1715, 1716, and 1725. 
gs ſpirit 
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ſpirit which every lover of mankind 
muſt wiſh to ſee become general“. 


Chriſtianity forbids us to curſe, or 


one might be tempted to ſay, ©* Curſed 
be thoſe, whoever they are, whether of 
this or any other nation, who ſhall again 


endeavour to plunge us into a war.” 


Bleſs, however, we may, and I truſt we 
can, with all our hearts and fouls, pro- 
nounce, ** Blefſed, bleſſed be all thoſe, 
who ſhall endeavour inviolably to pre- 
ſerve that peace which God hath gra- 
ciouſly reſtored.” Never, never may it 


be incerrupted, but now may the glo- 


rious period commence, when men ſha/l 


* The following are the concluding lines. 01 
te that the happy peace, which we now celebrate, may 


never hereafter be diſturbed! O! that it may ex- 


e tinguiſn for all eternity that fatal rivalry, which in 
every age has coſt ſo many tears, and ſo much blood- 
© ſhed, to two nations which entertain a mutual re- 
<«« gard for each other! O] that it may be ſucceeded 


<< by a noble emulation between two nations ſo capa- 
ble of bringing arts and ſciences to perfection, and 


of extending the boundaries of human knowledge, 
if they would but baniſh from their minds that falſe 


** ſcience, and that proud philoſophy, which, inſtead | 


of enlightening mankind, obſcures all truths, and 


5 reverſes every principle! O! that France and 
England could be for ever united, for the glory of 
Europe, and for the good of the univerſe!” 
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heat their * into ah -ſhares, and. 


their, ſpears into pruning hooks : nation 
ſhall not lift up ſword againſt nation, 


neither ſhall they learn war any more. 
Anen. So come, Lord . | | 


; Je Tv. U N. 


.(F rom Mr. Scorr? 5 Poetical Works.) : 


Hate that drum's diſcordant ſound, 
Parading raund, and round, and round: 
To thoughtle& youth it pleaſure yields, 
And lures from cities, and from fields, 
Tol ſell their liberty for charms 
Of tawdry lace and glittering arms; 
And when ambition's voice commands, | 
To march, and fight, and fall in foreign lands. 


Þ hate that drum's diſcordant ſound, 


Parading round, and round, and round: 


To me it talks of ravag'd plains, 

And burning towns, and ruin'd ſwains, 

And mangled limbs, and dying groans, , 
And widows? tears, and orphans' moans ; 9 
And all that miſery's hand beſtows, | 
To fill the catalogue of hewan woes. 


* Amwell, in Hertfordſhire, lh deceaſed, 
whoſe admired productions were, in the year 1782, 
publiſhed in one volume. He Was by profeſſion a 
quaker, the ſentiments of which denomination of 
chriſtians are well known to be friendly to the in- 
tereſts of bumanfey. 
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